
75.  ON GUARD.-When the guard has marched on, it is divided into three reliefs, 
and in each relief the soldier is numbered, and he retains his number and the 
same relief during his tour, unless specially changed.

76.  When the soldier is placed upon post, lie becomes a sentinel; his duties then 
are of two distinct characters,-those which belong to all sentinels on all posts, 
and those peculiar to the post on which he is placed.  The former are called 
general, and the latter special.

77.  When called upon by the commanding officer, the officer of the day, or some 
officer or non-commissioned officer of the guard, to give his orders, he does so, 
in substance, in the following general terms, which he should understand 
sufficiently well to explain in detail, viz.  :-

78.  "I am required to take charge of this post -and all public property in 
'view; to salute all officers passing, according to rank; to give the alarm in 
case of fire, or the approach of an enemy, or any disturbance whatsoever; 
to report all violations of the Articles of War, Regulations of the Army, or 
camp or garrison orders; at night, to challenge all persons approaching my 
post, and to allow no one to pass without the countersign until they are 
examined by an officer or non-commissioned officer of the guard."

79.  "My special orders are" (here state them as they are given, as when in 
charge of commissary or quartermaster's stores) " to take charge of all these 
stores, and to allow no one to interfere with or take them away, except by 
direction of the quartermaster or commissary sergeant, or the quartermaster or 
commissary himself."

80.  He should know what is meant by the above, and be able to explain it in 
detail.  Thus, to take charge of his post means to walk diligently the length of his 
beat, the limits of which are generally indicated to him; to take charge of all public 
property in view is to prevent, if possible, any damage being done to houses, 
fences, tents, trees, &c., by any unauthorized persons: if he cannot do so without 
leaving his post, he calls out for the corporal of the guard, and his number, and 
reports the matter to him.

81.  To salute all officers, according to rank, who may pass near his post, means 
to halt and face outwards, and stand at a "carry," until the officer has passed, if 
the officer is of the rank of captain or below; if above the rank of captain, the 
sentinel must "present arms." He must, also, "present arms" to the officer of the 
day and commanding officer, whether above or below the rank of captain.

82.  This involves a knowledge of the uniforms of officers.  A safe guide is the fact 
that all officers above the rank of captain in the army have a double row of 
buttons on their coats, whilst captains and lieutenants have only a single row.*
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* NOTE.-Officers of the Navy at a short distance cannot be recognized by this 
means, as they all have double rows of buttons.

83.  Armed bodies of men passing near the sentinel's post, commanded by an 
officer, are entitled to a -present;" if under a non-commissioned officer, they are 
saluted with a "carry." To give the alarm is to call out "the guard," to fire off his 
piece, or to cry "fire."

84.  To report all violations of camp or garrison orders, or Regulations, or of the 
Articles of War, is to call the corporal of the guard and report the facts to him. 
This includes all the irregularities usually prohibited among troops, such as 
discharging fire-arms, committing nuisance, drunkenness, disorderly conduct, 
sale of liquor, gambling, improper or excluded characters, and, in general, every 
thing that is known to be prohibited or improper.

85.  To challenge is to call out, "Who comes there?" Soldiers usually commence 
challenging after taps, and continue until reveille; although it is sometimes 
ordered to commence challenging immediately after retreat.

86.  No.  I sentinel is always posted at the house, tent, or bivouac where the 
guard is quartered.  His beat is always in front of the guard, and his duties are 
mostly special.  The prisoners are more or less under his charge.  He salutes 
officers passing, as on other posts; but, in addition, he calls, " Turn out the 
guard," for the officer of the day, commanding officer, and all general officers and 
all bodies of troops approaching, and announces at the same time who 
approaches.  He reports violations as other sentinels, but does not receive the 
countersign; but, challenging at night, he commands, "Halt," and calls, "Corporal 
of the guard," and repeats the answer received.  If the officer of the day or any 
one entitled to the compliment, he commands, " Halt; turn out the guard, officer of 
the day!"

87.  The other sentinels of the guard are posted according to numbers, and in the 
order most convenient for going from and returning to the guard.  They are 
generally posted two hours on and four hours off.

88.  The following Regulations are sufficiently clear and distinct without 
explanation:

399.  Sentinels will be relieved every two hours, unless the state of the weather, 
or other causes, should make it necessary or proper that it be done at shorter or 
longer intervals.

400.  Each relief, before mounting, is inspected by the commander of the guard 
or of its post.  The corporal reports to him, and presents the old relief on its 
return.
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401.  The countersign, or watchword, is given to such persons as are entitled to 
pass during the night, and to officers, non-commissioned officers, and sentinels 
of the guard.  Interior guards receive the countersign only when ordered by the 
commander of the troops.

402.  The parole is imparted to such officers only as have a right to visit the 
guards, and to make the grand rounds; and to officers commanding guards.

403.  As soon as the new guard has been marched off, the officer of the day will 
repair to the office of the commanding officer and report for orders.

404.  The officer of the day must see that the officer of the guard is furnished with 
the parole and countersign before retreat.

405.  The officer of the day visits the guards during the day at such times as he 
may deem necessary, and makes his rounds at night at least once after 12 
o'clock.

406.  Upon being relieved, the officer of the day will make such remarks in the 
report of the officer of the guard as circumstances require, and present the same 
at headquarters.

407.  Commanders of guards leaving their posts to visit their sentinels, or on 
other duty, are to mention their intention, and the probable time of their absence, 
to the next in command.

408.  The officers are to remain constantly at their guards, except while visiting 
their sentinels, or necessarily engaged elsewhere on their proper duty.

409.  Neither officers nor soldiers are to take off their clothing or accoutrements 
while they are on guard.

410.  The officer of the guard must see that the countersign is duly 
communicated to the sentinels a little before twilight.

411.  When a.  fire breaks out, or any alarm is raised in a garrison, all guards are 
to be immediately under arms.

412.  Inexperienced officers are put on guard as supernumeraries' for the 
purpose of instruction.

413.  Sentinels will not take orders or allow themselves to be relieved, except by 
an officer or non- commissioned officer of their guard or party, the officer of the 
day, or the commanding officer; in which case the orders will be immediately 
notified to the commander of the guard by the officer giving them.
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414.  Sentinels will report every breach of orders or regulations they are 
instructed to enforce.

415.  Sentinels must keep themselves on the alert, observing every thing that 
takes place within sight and hearing of their post.  They will carry their arms 
habitually at support, or on either shoulder, but will never quit them.  In wet 
weather, if there be no sentry-box, they will secure arms.

416.  No sentinel shall quit his post or hold conversation not necessary to the 
proper discharge of his duty.

417.  All persons, of whatever rank in the service, are required to observe respect 
toward sentinels.

418.  In case of disorder, a sentinel must call out the guard; and if a fire take 
place, he must cry-'Fire !" adding the number of his post.  If in either case the 
danger be great, he must discharge his firelock before calling out.

419.  It is the duty of a sentinel to repeat all calls made from posts more distant 
from the main body of the guard than his own, and no sentinel will be posted so 
distant as not to be heard by the guard, either directly or through other sentinels.

420.  Sentinels will present arms to general and field officers, to the officer of the 
day, and to the commanding officer of the post.  To all other officers they will 
carry arms.

421.  When a sentinel in his sentry-box sees an officer approaching, he will stand 
at attention, and as the officer passes will salute him, by bringing the left hand 
briskly to the musket, as high as the right shoulder.  

422.  The sentinel at any post of the guard, when he sees any body of troops, or 
an officer entitled to compliment, approach, must call - ' Turn out the guard!' and 
announce who approaches.  

423.  Guards do not turn out as a matter of compliment after sunset; but sentinels 
will, when officers in uniform approach, pay them proper attention, by facing to 
the proper front, sold standing steady at shouldered arms.  This will be observed 
until the evening is so far advanced that the sentinels begin challenging.  

424.  After retreat (or the hour appointed by the commanding officer), until broad 
daylight, a sentinel challenges every person who approaches him, taking, at the 
same time, the position of arms part.  He will suffer no person to come nearer 
than within reach of his bayonet, until the person has given the countersign.  

425.  A sentinel, in challenging, will call out -'Who comes there ?"  If answered - 
'Friend, with the countersign" and he be instructed to pass persons with the 
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countersign, he will reply - 'Advance, friend, with the countersign!' If answered - 
'Friends!' he will reply - ,’Halt, friends! Advance one with the countersign.!’ If 
answered - `Relief,' 'Patrol,' or 'Grand rounds,' he will reply - 'Halt! Advance, 
Sergeant (or Corporal), with the countersign’ and satisfy himself that the party is 
what it represents itself to be.  If he have no authority to pass persons with the 
countersign, if the wrong countersign be given, or if the persons have not the 
countersign, he will cause them to stand, and call -  "Corporal of the guard!' 

426.  In the daytime, when the sentinel before the guard sees the officer of the 
day approach, he will call - "Turn out the guard! officer of the day.' The guard will 
be paraded, and salute with presented arms.  

427.  When any person approaches a post of the guard at night, the sentinel 
before the post, after challenging, causes him to halt until examined by a non-
commissioned officer of the guard.  If it be the officer of the day, or any other 
officer  entitled  to  inspect  the  guard  and  to  make  the  rounds  the  non  - 
commissioned  officer  will  call  -  ‘Turn  out  the  guard’  when  the  guard  will  be 
paraded at shouldered arms, and the officer of the guard, if he thinks necessary, 
may demand the countersign and parole.  

428.  The officer of the day, wishing to make the rounds, will take an escort of a 
non-commissioned officer and two men.  When the rounds are challenged by a 
sentinel, the sergeant will answer - 'Grand rounds!" and the sentinel will reply -  
"Halt, grand rounds!  Advance, sergeant, with the countersign." Upon which the 
sergeant  advances  and  gives  the  countersign.   The  sentinel  will  then  cry  - 
'Advance, rounds.' and stand at a shoulder till they hare passed.  

429.  When the sentinel before the guard challenges, and is answered - 'Grand 
rounds,' he will reply -  'Halt, grand rounds! Turn out the guard; grand rounds!'  
Upon  which  the  guard  will  be  drawn  up  at  shouldered  arms.   The  officer 
commanding the guard will then order a sergeant and two men to advance; when 
within ten paces, the sergeant challenges.  The sergeant of the grand rounds 
answers  -  ‘Grand  rounds!' The  sergeant  of  the  guard  replies  -  'Advance, 
sergeant,  with  the  countersign!' The sergeant  of  the  rounds  advances  alone, 
gives the countersign, and returns to his round.  The sergeant of the guard calls 
to his officer - 'The countersign is right!' on which the officer of the guard calls - 
‘Advance,  rounds!'  The officer  of  the rounds then advances alone,  the guard 
standing at shouldered arms.  The officer of the rounds passes along the front of 
the guard to  the officer,  who keeps his  post  on the right,  and gives him the 
parole.  He then examines the guard, orders back his escort, and, taking a new 
one, proceeds in the same manner to other guards.  

430.  All material instructions given to a sentinel on post by persons entitled to 
make grand rounds, ought to be promptly notified to the commander of the 
guard.  
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431.  Any general officer, or the commander of a post or garrison, may visit the 
guards of his command, and go the grand rounds, and be received in the same 
manner as prescribed for the officer of the day." 

89.  Sentinels must be respected under all circumstances, and should not be 
held responsible for orders they execute in mood faith; and no officers have 
authority to interfere with them, except as provided in par.  413, Army 
Regulations.  

90.  Sentinels are often, even in times of peace, placed in trying and difficult 
positions.  In times of popular excitement, they may be posted for the protection 
of  persons or  property threatened with  violence.   Under  such circumstances, 
coolness and firmness are the first requisites.  No danger or circumstances will 
justify a sentinel in leaving his post without orders.  

91.   If  a sentinel,  from any cause,  wishes to leave his  post,  he calls  for  the 
corporal of the guard, who will relieve him, if necessary, by another sentinel, or 
take charge of his post until  he can return to it.  Tae following Articles of War 
show the importance with which a sentinel's post is invested.  

ART.  45.   Any commissioned officer who shall  be found drunk on his guard, 
party, or other duty, shall be cashiered.  Any non-commissioned officer or soldier 
so offending shall suffer such corporeal punishment as shall be inflicted by the 
sentence of a court-martial.  

ART.  46.  Any sentinel who shall be found sleeping upon his post, or shall leave 
it  before  he  shall  be  regularly  relieved,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other 
punishment as shall be inflicted by the sentence of a court-martial.  

ART.  50.  Any officer or soldier who shall, without urgent necessity, or without the 
leave of his superior officer, quit his guard, platoon, or division, shall be punished 
according to the nature of his offence, by the sentence of a court-martial." 

92.  There are instances where sentinels would seem almost justified in leaving 
their posts, as when their own lives are endangered by remaining, and there is 
no possibility of their affording the protection and guard for which they were 
posted, as when a camp or fort is shelled from a distance.  Under such 
circumstances, if not relieved at once, call for the corporal of the guard.  

93.  When sentinels are required to remain at their posts at all hazards, the 
soldier has no alternative except to die at his post if necessary.  No nobler death 
can fall to the lot of a soldier; whilst no greater ignominy can befall him than to 
desert his post in time of danger, when the lives of others are dependent upon 
the performance of his duty.  
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94.  To be surprised, or to fall asleep, in times of danger, is a crime of the gravest 
character,  and  punishable  with  death.   Sometimes,  when popular  violence  is 
threatened, the courage and firmness of a single sentinel  may intimidate and 
keep back a mob, whilst timidity and doubt might encourage them.  True courage 
will defend the post to the last.  No man can desire  nobler death than to die in 
the cause of right.  

95.   Soldiers  should  know,  however,  that  they  are  held  responsible  for  the 
execution of their orders as well as their obedience; and they shall, therefore, 
fully  understand  them.   Ignorant  and  inexperienced  officers  sometimes  give 
illegal  and unjustifiable orders,  for  which the officer  who gives them,  and the 
soldier who obeys, may both be held responsible, either by military courts, or civil 
tribunals if there are any.  

96.   Soldiers  should  bear  in  mind  that  no  orders  will  protect  them  in  the 
commission of personal wrong.  They stand upon the same footing as any officer 
or citizen in civil life;  and if a soldier, in the discharge of his orders, shoots a 
person, he may be arraigned and tried, and is at the mercy of a military court or 
jury,  even when it  is apparent that he will  or should be acquitted.  These are 
trying circumstances, and, fortunately, of rare occurrence; but even these should 
not deter a soldier from doing what he knows and believes to be his duty.  

97.  Again, a sentinel, in the execution of his duty has frequently the power to 
subject persons a great inconvenience and humiliation, who, from inadvertence 
or misapprehension, have come under his control.  Whilst he might be sustained 
in  the  severity  of  his  course,  it  is  not  contemplated  that  he  shall  abuse  his 
authority or misuse his temporary power.  
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